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Biography

● David Pressman
● San Francisco 

Patent Attorney
● 40+ years of 

experience
● Patent examiner 

● Penn State University 
(BSEE)

● George Washington 
University Law School 
(JD)

● University instructor
● Columnist
● Best selling author



  

Books
● Nolo Press
● 592 Pages
● 13th edition
● Other Titles by David

● Patent pending in 24 hours
● The Inventor's Notebook
● How to Make Patent 

Drawings
● Nolo's Patents for Beginners



  

Agenda
● Intro to Patents and IP

● Types of Patents
● Requirements
● Deadlines and 

Durations
● Common 

Misconceptions
● Patent Fees
● Offensive Rights

● Invention
● Documentation
● The PPA
● Is it Patentable?
● Selling the Invention
● Drawings
● Ownership and 

Licensing



  

The Intellectual Property Mandala

?
Copyright

Unfair
Competition

Trade Secret

Utility Patent

Trademark

Design
Patent

Plant Patent



  

What's the Difference



  

RESAM
● Record conception, building and testing, if 

possible – consider PPA but note 
disadvantages

● Evaluate commercial potential
● Search patentability
● Application: file in PTO
● Market it to a suitable manufacture



  

The USPTO
● Who they are
● What they do
● Patent examiners
● http://uspto.gov/
● New EFS eFiling
● Online searching
● Appeals
● FAQs

http://uspto.gov/


  

USPTO Patent Search Database



  



  

Patentability Mountain

Is it in a statutory class?
(Process, machine, manufacture, composition, new use?

Is it useful?

Does it have any novelity?
(Is there a new physical feature, a new combination of
Seperate old features, or new use of an old feature?)

Is it unobvious?
(Does the novelty produce any new 
and unexpected results?)

The Four Legal Requirements for Getting a Utility Patent



  

Patentability Flowchart



  

Parts of a Patent Application



  

A Few Words About Provisional 
Patent Applications

● A relatively simple 
document – often 5 
to 10 pages 

● A Provisional Patent 
Application will 
NOT,by itself, get you 
a patent

● Allows you to use 
“Patent Pending”



  

Preparing a Patent Application



  

Patent Drawings
● Purpose
● Requirements
● Form and Size
● Drafting



  

Ways to Profit From Your Invention

Use a contingent-fee (not an up-front
fee) Invention broker to find a 
manufacturer/distributor

Find manufacturer/distributor yourself

Have a product made for you by
manufacturer

Make product yourself

Have product distributed for you

Distribute product yourself

Sell or license the invention to the 
manufacturer/distributor yourself

Use the contingent-fee invention
broker to sell or license the invention
to the manufacturer/distributor
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