
 

 

The history of the 

Computer History Museum 

…in pictures 



 

 

who will preserve 

the historic 

computers? 



 

 

Computer museums before 1979 



 

 

Digital Equipment Corporation, Marlboro MA 



 

 

Interns preparing the space 

Gordon Bell 

Gwen Bell 



 

 

Digital Computer Museum, 1979-1983 



 

 



 

 

The museum’s plan – then and now 



 

 

“Museum Wharf” in Boston 



 

 

The Computer Museum, 1984-1999 



 

 

Moving the collection 



 

 

exhibiting… 



 

 

… with old-style dioramas 



 

 

    Fellows  

    Awards 

 

Lectures 



 

 

Attracting kids? 

For lots of details: http://tcm.computerhistory.org 



 

 

In the meantime, in Silicon Valley… 



 

 

East 

Meets 

West 



 

 

Free Space! 



 

 

Sept 1996: Moving the collection again 



 

 

Some are easy 



 

 

Some are hard 



 

 

Even into the 

dirigible hanger! 



 

 

Cleaning up 



 

 

What is all this stuff? 



 

 

Visible Storage, V1.0 



 

 

Not many labels, just stuff 



 

 

Getting the 

word out 



 

 

NASA’s plan 



 

 



 

 

Our proposed “beta” building 



 

 

Dreaming of the final building 



 

 

The dot-com bust to the rescue 



 

 

“you want to borrow money?!” 



 

 

Moving again! 



 

 

More stuff this time around 



 

 

Visible Storage, version 2.0 



 

 

restoring old computers 



 

 

Reviving the 

Fellows 

Awards 



 

 

Out of space? Buy a warehouse! 



 

 

Temporary Exhibits 



 

 

…finally, the professional exhibit we were dreaming of! 

John Hollar arrives, and… 



$20M permanent exhibition: 

“Revolution: The First 2000 Years of Computing” 

• From the abacus to  

the iPhone 

• 155 screens, 40 interactives 

• 1,500 objects, 5,000 

images, 200,000 words,  

16 films, 4 theaters 

• “The Valley’s answer to the 

Smithsonian”– USA Today 

 

 



The multi-platform Museum 

• YouTube channels 

with 5M+ views of 

160 programs; 

30,000 subscribers 

• Lecture series carried 

on PBS, NPR, C-SPAN 

• Computerhistory.org: 

one of the most 

heavily trafficked 

museum sites in US 

 

 



Facts & figures 

• 125,000+ guests/year; 

Half are non-US visitors 

• 110,000-item collection  

(world’s largest) 

• 80+ oral histories/year,  

700+ in library 

• $9.5M budget (2015) 

• $100M+ raised since 

inception 

• $30M endowment 

• 350+ events/year 

• Major speaker series 

distributed nationally 

• Growing education program 

• 200+ amazing volunteers 

 

 


